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44 Publications of the 

present at different questions which were propounded for disputa- 
tion and strenuously opposed by Professors and Masters of Arts. 
De methodo philosophandi in experimentis fundata, et Contra 
Systema Copernicanum." — From Travels of Cosmo the Third, 
Grand Duke of Tuscany, through England, during the reign of 
King Charles the Second (1669), (translated from the Italian 
manuscript by Count Magalotti in the Laurentian library at 
Florence. London, 1821, pp. 224, 225.) 

Honor Conferred on Professor Barnard. 

The Royal Astronomical Society of London has awarded its 
gold medal of the present year to Professor Barnard for his 
astronomical discoveries and observations. 

Prices of Reflecting Telescopes. 

From an article in the Strand Magazine for October, 1896 
(an interview with Sir Howard Grubb, F. R. S.), it appears 
that the original cost of Lord Rosse's six-foot reflector was about 
;£i 2,000, of the four-foot Melbourne reflector about ^4600, and 
that the estimated cost of a ten-foot reflector of eighty feet focus 
is ^33»ooo. 

A Brilliant Meteor. 

[Extract from a private letter by Wm. S. Moses.] 

"This evening (December 31, 1896) at 6 h y m P. S. T., I 
observed a brilliant meteor. It appeared at e Tauri and traveled 
in a southwest course, expiring at 1 Ceti, It moved very slowly, 
being visible, I think, three seconds. Its train was dazzling 
white and cast a distinct shadow of the trees which intercepted 
its light. The upper and lower edges of the train were bluish in 
color. The head was scintillating. It did not burst, nor did I 
hear an explosion. I happened to be looking at Mars and saw 
it from beginning to end. It did not appear to be far distant. 
As I took my chart and plotted its course within three minutes 
after it disappeared, I think I am reasonably correct. It was the 
finest meteor I ever saw. Accompanying I give a sketch of it."* 

Lone Mountain Observatory, \ 
San Francisco, Cal. J 



* The sketch is here omitted. 
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List of American Foreign Associates of the Royal 
Astronomical Society. 

The first American who was elected one of the fifty Foreign 
Associates of the Royal Astronomical Society (founded in 1820) 
was William Cranch Bond, who was chosen in 1849. Fol- 
lowing is a complete list: 

Lewis M. Rutherfurd. 
Charles A. Young. 
George W. Hilli 
Asaph Hall. 
C. H. F. Peters. 
Edward C. Pickering. 
Samuel P. Langley. 
Edward S. Holden. 
Seth C. Chandler. 
Lewis Boss. 
William L. Elkin. 
Albert A. Michelson. 

List of Americans Who have Received the Medal of 
the Royal Astronomical Society. 

Since the year 1823, the Royal Astronomical Society has 
given a gold medal for services to science. The first American 
to receive this medal was George Phillips Bond. The medal 
has been awarded to the following Americans: 

1865. George P. Bond. 1887. George W. Hill. 

1874. Simon Newcomb. 1894. Sherburne W. Burnham. 

1879. Asaph Hall. 1896. Seth C. Chandler. 

1883. Benjamin A. Gould. 1897. Edward E. Barnard. 

1886. Edward C Pickering. 

Earthquake at Oakland, January 17, 1897. 

On January 17, 1897, at i h n m n 8 p. m., P. S. T., two sharp 
shocks were observed, about one second apart. The time given 
is for the second shock, and is believed to be correct within a 
second. In half an hour my watch was compared with W. U. 
time, and the correction applied to the observed time. 

The first shock seemed heavier than the second, and both 
suggested an explosion rather than an earthquake. An examina- 
tion of the country in the direction of the powder mills was made 
immediately from the house-top with a glass, but no smoke or 



